THE   ADVANTAGES   OF  RAILWAYS
the beasts so that they might be "lawful" for the table, and
brought them to us. Mine had a broken leg, his was shot
through the heart.
* All eyes were turned upon the happy father, who sat upon
his horse just behind us enjoying his son's success.   "Try
again," said his father: we lay down once more and, at the
first shot, my rival's quarry fell. Mine fell only at the fourth.
Shame there was none on either side. The Sardar Akram told
his henchmen to keep the dead goats for themselves and, an
hour later, in the best of tempers, paid me a formal return
visit in such privacy as was possible at the door of my little
tent. At first he could talk only of the shooting: what targets
should be chosen for the revolver match at what range ?  I
left it to his son to make proposals.
* After a time the talk turned to other matters.  After a
cordial reference to Capt. Lorimer who, he said, had first
shown him the way of prosperity, he confirmed his readiness
to help the survey party. He well understood the advantages
of roads and railways, and also their disadvantages, namely,
the power it gave to townsmen and hordes of government
officials to harry him and his tribes. Newspapers said that
railways and roads brought security, but the security was
that of landowners and merchants, not of the common people,
who were enslaved by these bands of iron. What security
could I provide for them ?
* I replied that our experience of railways all over the world
in the past fifty years or so was that they brought security
not by making independent tribes less independent, but by
increasing trade, opening new markets, and adding appreci-
ably to the personal prosperity of every individual in their
vicinity.  I claimed, somewhat disingenuously, that thieves
and robbers in Luristan were seldom so by choice, want and
poverty having driven them to it, and when railways opened
up markets to all and sundry to dispose of local produce, the
resulting prosperity would itself bring security.
CI added that he was by now the biggest landowner in
Luristan, and as such stood to gain enormously by the
development of communications, which alone would make it
possible for him to extract profit from the vast fertile areas
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